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Nate Biscotti

From: Testimony

Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 11:06 AM

To: Joanna Rankin

Subject: RE: [External] Community Safety Concerns

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Thank you, Joanna. This has been received and will be posted to the Judiciary Commi�ees' webpages. 

 

Best, 

Megan 

 

Megan Cannella | she/her 

Supervisor of Commi�ee Services 

Senate Transporta$on Commi�ee, Room 3 

Office of Legisla$ve Counsel 

Vermont General Assembly 

  

A�en$on Witnesses: If you have documents to accompany tes$mony, please submit as a PDF at least 24 hours in 

advance of your scheduled tes$mony. Should you require accessibility services, please click here and note that requests 

should be made 48 hours in advance of tes$mony.  

First $me tes$fying? See Informa$on for Witnesses here. 

  

  

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Joanna Rankin <Joanna.Rankin@uvm.edu>  

Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 10:49 AM 

To: Tes$mony <tes$mony@vtleg.gov> 

Subject: [External] Community Safety Concerns 

 

[External] 

 

 

Dear Legislators, 

        I witnessed much of the ICE incursion in S. Burlington on the 11th March and was impressed with the behavior and 

ac$ons of the South Burlington police. 

They spoke and acted to enforce the Cons$tu$on, protec$ng the rights of the protesters and a�emp$ng to prevent the 

excesses that ICE planned and eventually executed. 

        Un$l the VT State Troopers arrived, the atmosphere of the demonstra$on was largely calm and posi$ve.  At that 

point it began to darken and did so with every trooper’s arrival.  Ul$mately, when ICE acted on their search warrant, the 

troopers facilitated ICE by clearing a path for them to enter.  It was one or more troopers, not ICE agents, that both 

threatened to injure protesters and ul$mately did injure protesters, at least one seriously. 

        Let us learn from this horrid event that tested us all.  The huge presence of Vermont troopers had the effect of 

escalla$ng violence against protesters and aiding ICE in their chao$c, poorly planned, uncoordiated and misguided 

efforts. 
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        I ask that local police be permi�ed to manage any future ICE incursions on their own.  I ask that the VT State Police 

be inves$gated to find out who acted with violence against protesters and whether further training or discipline is 

needed to prevent this happening in future. 

                Thank you very much for this opportunity to give my tes$mony, 

                        Joanna Rankin 

                        23 East Village Drive 

                        Burlington, VT 05401 

                        802 338-8063 

 

This message has originated from an External Source. Please use cau$on when opening a�achments, clicking links, or 

responding to this email. 


