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Maple Inspection 
Highlights

09/17/2024 Photo: VAAFM

Food Safety & Consumer 
Protection Division
Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Markets
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Maple Regulatory Program

• Conduct retail inspections and licensed 
processor inspections 

• Respond to consumer complaints and 
food safety concerns

• Provide regulatory oversight and 
technical assistance

Photos: VAAFM
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Licensed Dealers & Processors

Maple dealers and processors doing business in 
Vermont, or who wish to do business in Vermont, 
must obtain an annual license.

• “Dealer” means a person who annually buys, or otherwise 
acquires from another person, 1,000 gallons of maple syrup or 
more for purposes of packaging for resale or for resale in bulk.

• “Processor” means a person who annually buys, or otherwise 
acquires from another person, 2,500 gallons of maple syrup or 
more for purposes of packaging for resale, processing into 
associated products, or for resale in bulk.
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Inspection Criteria

4

Full details in 
the Q&A 
document

agriculture.vermont.gov/food-safety/maple-products 

https://agriculture.vermont.gov/food-safety/maple-products
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/food-safety/maple-products
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/food-safety/maple-products
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/food-safety/maple-products
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/food-safety/maple-products
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Processor Inspection Themes

Inspections began July 2025
1/3rd of initial inspections completed (as of 3/26)
Common topics

• Records and traceability
• Quality controls and monitoring
• Drum quality
• Label reviews
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Retail Inspection Data

Inspection Data (2025)

Retail inspections 23

Producers inspected 45

Maple syrup products sampled 64

Products that passed inspection 50%

Summary report available on website
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Quality Issues

Color (dark)
51%

Labeling
14%

Off-flavor
14%

Density (low)
12%

Density (high)
7%

Clarity
2%
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Color

• Most common issue
• Syrup darkens over time
• Instruments:

• Temporary grading kit
• Hanna checker
• Lovibond kit

Grade % light transmittance

Golden Delicate 75% to 100%

Amber Rich 50% to 74.9% 

Dark Robust 25% to 49.9% 

Very Dark Strong less than 25%
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Density
• Allowable range:

36 to 37 Baume at 60F
66.9 to 68.9 Brix at 60F
66.5 to 68.5 Brix at 68F/20C

• Hydrometers must be state-
inspected

• Replace old hydrometers 
when no longer accurate

Photos: VAAFM
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Mold

• Hot pack
• Ensure a good seal
• Keep containers/production 

area clean

Photos: VAAFM
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Labeling
• Product name
• Grade
• Volume (net)
• Producer name
• Business address
• Batch code

Photos: VAAFM
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VT Maple 
Industry 
Investments & 
Impacts

Agriculture Development Division
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets
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Maple Industry 
Development

• Maple Marketing Efforts

• Maple Sector Investments

• 2025 Drought Impacts on 
Maple Industry
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Maple 
Marketing • Expanding consumer 

engagement

• Trade Show Assistance 
support: $42,369

• Maple sap and syrup 
price reporting program
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WLEI 
Investments 
in maple
sector

$496,595
(since 2013)
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ADG 
Investments 
in maple
sector

$542,355
(FY 24)

Primary focus on: 
Processing upgrades (e.g. 

evaporators, ROs)
 Increased storage capacity
Production monitoring/efficiency
Production expansion
 Infrastructure improvements (e.g. 

roads, buildings)
 Food safety & quality improvements
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SCBG 
Program 
Investments 
in maple
sector

$261,082 
(since 2020)

Example projects: 
Development of VT maple marketing 

plan
Capacity-building for industry 

association organization
Bird-friendly maple production 

practices
Agritourism ‘passport program’
Maple container labeling
Maple sap and syrup price reporting
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Drought 
Loss & 
Damage 
Survey
(2025)
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Drought 
Loss & 
Damage 
Survey
(2025)
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